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Lesson Plan: Analyzing Character Motivation 
 

Understanding what motivates individuals is an essential part of leadership. In essence, you’re 

not just teaching literature, you’re teaching leadership skills and the ability to empathize with 

people who may do things we think are unusual—like collect dead body parts and reanimate 

them with life. 

 

RL.9-10.1 - Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.  

RL.9-10.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its development over the 
course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an 
objective summary of the text. 

RL.9-10.3 Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or conflicting motivations) 
develop over the course of a text, interact with other characters, and advance the plot or develop the 
theme. 

Procedures 

• Read through chapter 5 of Frankenstein. 

• Hand out the Character Motivation activity. 

• Fill in the boxes in regards to Victor Frankenstein’s unusual behavior. 

Assessment 

Use the chart as a formative assessment. It’s a necessary skill needed on the included quizzes—

summative assessments.  
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Character Motivation: Student Activity for Victor Frankenstein 
 

Name _____________________________________________ Date _________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
Directions: Think about character motivation in the story you are reading. Then, complete these 

activities: 
 

1. Victor Frankenstein is acting weird in chapters 3-5. In the left column, list 4 important things 

this character does. In the right column, explain the motivation behind that behavior. 
 

Character’s Behavior What Motivates the Behavior 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

 

 

2. The chart below lists emotions that often motivate characters. For each emotion, decide if the 

character you chose in part 1 is motivated by that emotion. If so, jot down an example of 

behavior that shows the character’s motive.  

 

Emotion Example 

Sadness  

Obsessiveness  

Love  

Remorse  

Loneliness  

Fear  

Stupidity  

 

  

Character motivation is the reason or reasons behind a character’s behavior. 
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Character Motivation: Student Activity for Victor Frankenstein 
 

Name _____________________________________________ Date _________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Victor Frankenstein is acting weird in chapters 3-5. In the left column, list 3 important 

things this character does. In the right column, explain the motivation behind that 

behavior. 
 

Character’s Behavior What Motivates the Behavior 

1. Victor discovers the “essence of life” 

after much study and experimentation. 

2. Victor collects dead body parts and 

creates a creature from them. 

3. Victor brings a man constructed from 

dead body parts to life. 

4. Victor bolts. 

Saddened by the death of his mother, Victor 

becomes desperate to end the suffering. 

He really wants to bring dead people to life. 

He’s a bit obsessive and gets a little carried 

away. 

At this point he’s blinded by ambition. 

Victor has been surrounded by beauty his entire 

life. This creature is not beautiful. 

 

2. The chart below lists emotions that often motivate characters. For each emotion, decide if the 

character you chose in part 1 is motivated by that emotion. If so, jot down an example of 

behavior that shows the character’s motive.  

 
Emotion Example 

Sadness Victor’s sadness delays his departure for Ingolstadt and puts him in quite a funk. 

Obsessiveness He collects dead body parts in an effort to reanimate life. 

Obsessiveness Despite the toll it takes on his mental and physical health, he continues his dead 

body part obsession. 

Remorse He really regrets what he’s done after seeing the creation come to life. 

Loneliness His months of isolation have caused him to lose his mind. 

Fear Victor fears what his creation might do. 

Stupidity Really? Like you’re so stupid you didn’t realize this creature would be ugly? 

Character motivation is the reason or reasons behind a character’s behavior. 
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For a complete list of lesson plans, check out the 

ELA Common Core Lesson Plans catalogue. 

 

 

 

Teacher Ready. Student Ready. 
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