
Zaroff/Rainsford Comparison Chart and Essay Assignment 
 

The Zaroff-Rainsford comparison provides an opportunity for students to demonstrate mastery of numerous 

reading standards over a period of days. The Common Core Writing Standards covered are similar to those 

covered in the Animals/Human Comparison assignment. 

 

RL.9-10.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

 
RL.9-10.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its development over the 
course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an 
objective summary of the text. 

 
RL.9-10.3 Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or conflicting motivations) 
develop over the course of a text, interact with other characters, and advance the plot or develop the 
theme. 

 
W.9-10.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and 

information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. 
 

W.9-10.2a Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information to make important 

connections and distinctions; include formatting (e.g., headings); graphics (e.g., figures, tables); and 

multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 
 

W.9-10.2b Develop the topic with well-chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts, extended definitions, 
concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples appropriate to the audience's 
knowledge of the topic. 

 
W.9-10.2c Use appropriate and varied transitions to link the major sections of the text, create 
cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas and concepts. 

 
W.9-10.2e Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms 
and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. 

 
W.9-10.2f Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information 
or explanation presented (e.g., articulating implications or the significance of the topic). 

 

This is a little assignment I like to call The Super Bowl of Hunting. 

Once Zaroff announces the hunting contest to Rainsford, it’s time to get fired up! It’s time to analyze the 

matchup. Use the following chart. 

 





The Super Bowl of Hunting 
Directions: Rainsford and Zaroff are the two best hunters in the world. Compare the two. Fill in each blank with a specific example from 

the book. When you are finished filling out the chart and finished reading the story, write a four-paragraph essay, using evidence, to explain 

the outcome. 

 Intelligence Ability Strengths/ Attitude toward Each Attitude about Hunting 

   Advantages Other  

      

Rainsford      

      

Zaroff      

      

The Edge      

      

 

 



Directions: Rainsford and Zaroff are the two best hunters in the world. Compare the two. Fill in each blank with a specific example from the book. When you are 

finished filling out the chart and finished reading the story, write a four-paragraph essay, using evidence, to explain the outcome. 

 

 Intelligence Ability Strengths/ Attitude toward Each Attitude about Hunting 

Teacher Chart   Advantages Other  

      
Rainsford Rainsford’s ability to Rainsford is one of the Rainsford has hunted Rainsford considers Zaroff Rainsford thinks hunting is 

 think clearly while world’s greatest and most throughout the world and a murderer. And although the greatest sport in the 

 under stress is accomplished hunters. has experience in all he fears no man, he learns world and has no regard 

 remarkable. He survives He’s even written books terrains. He’s extremely what it’s like to fear as for the feelings of the 

 falling from the yacht, on the subject. intelligent. He has a knife. Zaroff toys with him during hunted when the story 

 builds several traps to   the hunt. begins. As he becomes the 

 slow down his pursuers,    hunted, he thinks 

 and figures out how to    otherwise. 

 win.     
      

Zaroff Zaroff is intelligent Zaroff has dedicated his Zaroff has the home-island Zaroff respects Rainsford Zaroff’s only passion in life 

 enough to build a life to hunting and has advantage, Ivan, a pack of as an equal and is initially is hunting. It, however, 

 mansion and stock it read every book on the dogs and guns. He has disappointed with has become too easy for 

 with the world’s finest subject ever written. He hunted every imaginable Rainsford’s refusal to join him and hunting bores 

 items on an isolated even recognizes animal, including humans. him. He then figures him. Despite his efforts to 

 island in the Caribbean. Rainsford. Hunting has  hunting someone as skilled find worthy game, he 

 He figured out a way to become too easy for the  as Rainsford would cure his cannot. There are a few 

 trap ships and hunt General.  boredom. examples during the hunt 

 men. He    where Zaroff can kill 

 underestimates    Rainsford, but he chooses 

   Rainsford at the end of    to prolong the game. It’s 

 the story.    as though he wants to die. 

The Edge Rainsford ZAROFF ZAROFF Equal Rainsford 
 

 
Possible thesis statements include: 

 

1. Rainsford wins—despite Zaroff’s overwhelming advantage—because of his superior intellect and ability to act under pressure.  
2. Zaroff loses on purpose because he’s bored with hunting and his life no longer has meaning. 

 


