
 

Analyzing Irony in Literature 

Irony is the contrast between what is expected and what is real. Three primary types of irony in literature 

are situational, verbal, and dramatic.  

 Situational Irony: When what happens is the opposite of what is expected. 

 Verbal Irony: A contrast between the intended meaning and the apparent or expected meaning. 

 Dramatic Irony: When the audience knows something a character does not. 

Directions: Fill in the chart below. In the left column write a specific example of irony from the work you 

are reading. In the middle column write the type of irony in your example. In the right column explain 

the significance of the example.  

Specific Example Type Explanation 

“It’s like rain on your wedding day” Situational 

 

 

This line comes from Alanis 
Morisette’s “Ironic.” As it turns out 
“rain on your wedding day” is not 
really irony. It’s just bad luck. 
Therefore, it’s ironic that a singer who 
claims to sing about things that are 
ironic includes many examples that 
are not. Isn’t that ironic? 
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ELA Common Core Standards Covered 

Teaching irony in short stories can accomplish the following ELA Common Core Standards.  This is for 

your administrator, not your kids.  Kids need student-friendly worded objectives. 

1. RL.9-10.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says 

explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

2. RL.9-10.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its development over 

the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; 

provide an objective summary of the text. 

3. RL.9-10.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including 

figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word choices on 

meaning and tone (e.g., how the language evokes a sense of time and place; how it sets a formal 

or informal tone) 

4. RL.9-10.10  By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, 

and poems, in the grades 9-10 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the 

high end of the range. By the end of grade 10, read and comprehend literature, including stories, 

dramas, and poems, at the high end of the grades 9-10 text complexity band independently and 

proficiently. 

General Irony Definitions 

First things first: Teach these basic definitions for irony. 

Irony. The difference between what someone would reasonably expect to happen and what actually does 

happen. 

Situational Irony . When one's efforts produces the opposite results of what was expected 

 Example from "The Ransom of Red Chief."  A boy is kidnapped, but instead of the kidnappers demanding 
money for the kid's return, the parents demand money to take him back. 

 Historical Example: Surrendering guards at the Bastille still managed to kill 98 citizens. 

Verbal Irony. A contrast between what is said and what is actually meant 

 Literary Example: Prometheus says to Zeus, "You are as kind as you are wise." Zeus thinks it's a 
compliment. Because Prometheus doesn't think Zeus is wise, it's actually an insult. 

Dramatic Irony. When the audience knows things the characters do not 

 Romeo and Juliet Example: We know Juliet has taken a sleeping potion. Everyone else, except Friar 
Lawrence, thinks she is dead. 

 Literature Example: In Horton Hears a Who, we know that Horton really is talking to little people on a 
bubble, but everyone else thinks he's crazy. 

For more awesome lesson plans, go to elacommoncorelessonplans.com or find us on Pinterest. 
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