
Show vs. Tell Writing Assignment  
9th and 10th Grade Common Core Standards  
 

 W.9-10.2d Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to manage the complexity 

of the topic.  

 W.9-10.3b Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection, and 

multiple plot lines, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters.  

 W.9-10.3d Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to convey a 

vivid picture of the experiences, events, setting, and/or characters.  

 L.9-10.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances 

in word meanings.  

 L.9-10.5a Interpret figures of speech (e.g., euphemism, oxymoron) in context and analyze 

their role in the text.  

 

11th and 12th Grade Common Core Standards  

 W.11-12.3b Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection, and 

multiple plot lines, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters.  

 W.11-12.3d Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to convey a 

vivid picture of the experiences, events, setting, and/or characters.  

 L.11-12.3 Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different 

contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when 

reading or listening.  

 L.11-12.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and 

nuances in word meanings.  

 L.11-12.5a Interpret figures of speech (e.g., hyperbole, paradox) in context and analyze their 

role in the text.  

 L.11-12.5b Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations.  

 

  



Show vs Tell  

Boring writers tell. Good writers show. Take these following telling sentences and turn them into 

showing passages. I’ve provided some examples from Edgar Allan Poe’s “The Pit and the Pendulum.” I 

came up with some on my own. 

Tell: The judges’ pronouncement shocked me.  

Show: I WAS sick — sick unto death with that long agony; and when they at length unbound me, and I 
was permitted to sit, I felt that my senses were leaving me. The sentence — the dread sentence of 
death — was the last of distinct accentuation which reached my ears. 

 

Tell: It was dark and I was scared.  

Show: My worst thoughts, then, were confirmed. The blackness of eternal Night encompassed me. I 
gasped for breath. The intensity of the darkness seemed to oppress and stifle me. The atmosphere was 
intolerably close.  

 

Tell: He was tough  

Show: Cato stood, his arm dangling by tendons. He used his good arm to pull the knife out of the slain 
wolf, placed the chunk of wood left over from the crushed sled in his mouth to bite on, and began 
sawing off the remainder of his arm. He fashioned a tourniquet from his tattered shirt, applied it, and 
began limping back to base camp, a feat that Chuck Norris himself would stand and applaud.  

 

Tell: She was pretty  

Show: 

 

Tell: It snowed last night.  

Show: 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Tell: The little girl was sad.  

 
Tell: The town celebrated.  
 

Show: 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Tell: The house was haunted.  
 

Show: 

 
 
 
 
 

  
Tell: The team was bad.  
 

Show: 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Tell: The rats were gross. 
 

Show: They pressed — they swarmed upon me in ever accumulating heaps. They writhed upon my 

throat; their cold lips sought my own; I was half stifled by their thronging pressure; disgust, for which 

the world has no name, swelled my bosom, and chilled, with a deadly clamminess, my heart. 

 

 

Show: 

 
 
 
 


