
Understanding Conflict in “The Interlopers” 

Conflict plays the central role in the development of the plot, characters, and theme of “The 

Interlopers.” Types of conflict that exist in “The Interlopers” include man vs. man, man vs. nature, 

individual vs. society, and man vs. himself. 

Directions: Fill in the chart below with specific examples of conflict from the short story, what type of 

conflict is typified by the example, and an explanation of why the example is significant. 

Specific Example Type of Conflict Explanation 

“The two enemies stood glaring at one 
another for a long silent moment.” 

Man 

Vs. 

Man 

The entire premise of the story is that two 
men are hunting each other on account of 
hatred derived from a centuries old land 
dispute. It doesn’t get more man vs. man- ish 
than “glaring at one another for a long silent 
moment.” 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



Understanding Conflict in “The Interlopers” (Key) 

Conflict plays the central role in the development of the plot, characters, and theme of “The 

Interlopers.” Types of conflict that exist in “The Interlopers” include man vs. man, man vs. nature, 

individual vs. society, and man vs. himself. 

Directions: Fill in the chart below with specific examples of conflict from the short story, what type of 

conflict is typified by the example, and an explanation of why the example is significant. 

Specific Example Type of Conflict Explanation 

“The two enemies stood glaring at one 
another for a long silent moment.” 

Man 

Vs. 

Man 

The entire premise of the story is that two 
men are hunting each other on account of 
hatred derived from a centuries old land 
dispute. It doesn’t get more man vs. man- ish 
than “glaring at one another for a long silent 
moment.” 

“But a man who has been brought up 
under the code of a restraining 
civilization cannot easily nerve himself to 
shoot down his neighbor in cold blood 
and without word spoken…” 

Individual 

Vs. 

Society 

 

Notwithstanding the ingrained hatred the 

two men have for each other, they 

recognize the societal constraints placed 

on would-be-murderers. In this case, 

society is on the right side of the struggle. 

“And before the moment of hesitation had given 
way to action a deed of Nature's own violence 
overwhelmed them both. A fierce shriek of the 
storm had been answered by a splitting crash over 
their heads, and ere they could leap aside a mass 
of falling beech tree had thundered down on 
them.” 

Man 

Vs. 

Nature 

The setting seems to take on a life of its 
own as it intervenes for the first time. In 
this instance, nature stops the two men 
from killing each other. 

“"Good," snarled Georg, "good. We fight 
this quarrel out to the death, you and I 
and our foresters, with no cursed 
interlopers to come between us.” 

 

Man 

vs. 

Man 

The initial shock of the tree falling on 
them only inflames the men’s anger. The 
feud now, however, can only be decided 
by chance. Whoever’s men shows up first 
will win. 

“In the pain and languor that Ulrich 
himself was feeling the old fierce hatred 
seemed to be dying down.” 

Man 

Vs. 

Self 

 

Nothing like being pinned under a fallen 
tree with your arch-enemy to make you 
realize what an idiot you’ve been. Ulrich 
begins to realize there’s a better way to 
live. 

“Wolves” 

 

 

 

Man 

Vs. 

Nature 

What nature giveth, nature taketh away.  

 


