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“The Black Cat” Suspense Lesson Plan 

ELA Common Core Standards Covered 

1. RL.9-10.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text 

says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.  

2. RL.9-10.5 Analyze how an author's choices concerning how to structure a text, order 

events within it (e.g., parallel plots), and manipulate time (e.g., pacing, flashbacks) create 

such effects as mystery, tension, or surprise. 

Notes on Teaching Suspense 

Before reading and teaching "The Black Cat," discuss or have students copy the following notes. 

 Suspense: anxiety or apprehension resulting from an uncertain, undecided, or mysterious 

situation.  Edgar Allan Poe is the master of suspense. 

 Pacing: advancing or developing something at a particular rate or tempo.  Example: It 

takes a while to discover exactly what happened to that cat the narrator killed. 

 Dangerous action: self explanatory.  Example: The narrator's violent moods creates 

trouble for everyone, including himself. 

 Foreshadowing: a literary device in which the author gives clues as to what will happen 

later.  Example: We know the narrator has done something terrible. The story begins 

with him awaiting execution in a jail cell. 

The Black Cat Lesson Plan Procedures 

1. Copy the notes from the above section and discuss them. Provide examples. 

2. Read "The Black Cat". 

3. Make a chart for students to copy.  The chart should include four columns.  Head each 

column as follows: (1) Suspenseful Moment; (2) Dangerous Action; (3) Pacing; (4) 

Foreshadowing. 

4. Instruct students to find at least five examples of suspenseful moments in the story.  

Identify each moment as dangerous action, pacing, or foreshadowing. 

5. Analyze the suspenseful moment in the appropriate column. 

6. Instruct students to write a paragraph or essay analyzing suspense. It can be done as a 

timed-writing or a formal academic essay. The following questions may help. 

 How does Poe use foreshadowing to create suspense? 

 How does the dangerous actions of the narrator establish an ominous mood? 

 How does knowing the narrator is awaiting execution as the story begins make it 

more or less suspenseful? 

  7.  Another option is to write a Poe-like short narrative. 
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Suspense in “The Black Cat” 
Suspense: Anxiety or apprehension resulting from an uncertain, undecided, or mysterious 

situation.   

Edgar Allan Poe is the master of suspense. He uses the following to create suspense in “The 

Black Cat’: (1) Pacing: advancing or developing something at a particular rate or tempo; (2) 

Dangerous action: self explanatory; (3) Foreshadowing: a literary device in which the author 

gives clues as to what will happen later. 

Directions: Identify suspenseful scenes in “The Black Cat” and explain whether the suspense is 

created by pacing, dangerous action or foreshadowing.  

  

Example of Suspense Pacing Dangerous Action Foreshadowing 
The Black Cat begins with 

the narrator sitting in a cell 

talking about how he is 

about to be executed. 

  The Black Cat begins with 

the narrator sitting in a cell 

talking about how he is 

about to be executed. 
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Suspense Chart Teacher Copy 

Example of Suspense Pacing Dangerous Action Foreshadowing 
The Black Cat begins with 

the narrator sitting in a cell 

talking about how he is 

about to be executed. 

  The Black Cat begins with 

the narrator sitting in a cell 

talking about how he is 

about to be executed. 
The arrival of Pluto in the 

life of the narrator . 

We know this will result in 

something horrific, but 

Poe doesn’t tell us right 

away. He gives a detailed 

description of Pluto and 

narrates its life with the 

narrator before the story 

reaches its climax. 

  

“Upon the fourth day of 

the assassination, a party 

of the police came, very 

unexpectedly, into the 

house, and proceeded 

again to make rigorous 

investigation of the 

premises. Secure, 

however, in the 

inscrutability of my place 

of concealment, I felt no 

embarrassment whatever.” 

 The arrival of the police 
presents a dangerous 
situation for the narrator, 
a situation that becomes 
more dangerous as he 
gloats over his supposed 
victory. 

 

“My heart beat calmly as 

that of one who slumbers 

in innocence. I walked the 

cellar from end to end. I 

folded my arms upon my 

bosom, and roamed easily 

to and fro. The police were 

thoroughly satisfied and 

prepared to depart.” 

Poe describes the 

potentially dangerous 

encounter with the police 

over a period of several 

lines, creating suspense. 

  

I am almost ashamed to 
own -- yes, even in this 
felon's cell, I am almost 
ashamed to own -- that 
the terror and horror with 
which the animal inspired 
me, had been heightened 
by one of the merest 
chimeras it would be 
possible to conceive. 

  The narrator obviously 

does something horrible, 

horrible enough to land 

him in a “felon’s cell.” 

 


